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This booklet represents the fourth and last in a series prepared 
by George Willett. The manuscript of this publication was 
completed by him, just prior to his untimely passing in 1945. 
It is with a great deal of satisfaction that his colleagues are 


now able to bring it to press. 


BIRDS OF THE SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA DESERTS 


This is the fourth of a series of Los Angeles County Museum publications dealing with the Recent 
birds of Southern California. The territory covered in this paper consists, roughly, of all of the Colorado 
Desert and the southern part of the Mohave Desert, in California, but does not include the northern 
Mohave and its Transition Zone mountain tops. 


It is impossible, in the space allotted to this booklet, to give descriptions of the 300 kinds of 
birds that have been reported, at one time or another, from the deserts of southeastern California. 
However, as omission of a large percentage of the desert list of birds would result in a fragmentary 
and deceiving picture of the avifauna of this very interesting region, it has been decided that the most 
satisfactory method of treatment is to divide this paper into two sections. The first of these includes 
condensed descriptions and differentiating features, and some illustrations, of the birds believed most 
typical of the region under discussion; the second is a systematic list of all recorded kinds of desert birds 
known to the writer, with brief notes on the nature of their occurrence. Members of this first group are 
marked with an asterisk in the Check-list, and the number of the page upon which they are more fully 
treated is given. 


The number of species of birds summering and breeding on our deserts is comparatively small, the 
major part of the total avifauna consisting of winter visitants and migrants. In these classes are found 
most of the water birds, the greatest concentrations of which are at Salton Sea and nearby watered regions, 
and along the Colorado River. Also, many kinds of land birds migrate across the deserts in spring and 
fall, travelling between their summer homes to the north and their winter homes to the south; and many 
others come from more northern latitudes to winter in the mild climate of the desert regions. 


Although the following list of birds is by no means a brief one, further observations by bird 
students will undoubtedly result in many additions being made to it. While a large number of excellent 
ornithologists have visited the deserts—some of them on many occasions—few have actually resided there 
for extended periods of time. It will be a good while before knowledge of the desert avifauna is as 
exhaustive as it now is for the coastal slope. In addition to the writer's own observations, numerous 
publications have been consulted, as well as the unpublished notes of Dr. Loye Miller, whose co-opera- 
tion is gratefully acknowledged. 


The classification used here follows closely that of the 1931 Check-List of the American Ornitholo- 
gists’ Union and its recent supplement. In order that the subject matter may not be too technical for 
beginning students, most of the scientific terms have been reduced to simple English. It has been consid- 
ered advisable, however, to retain the scientific names of Orders, Families, Genera and Species, which 
are coupled with the English names of the same. 


The measurement most commonly used in this discussion is that of total length, that is, from tip 
of bill to end of tail. In some instances spread of out-stretched wings is used; also length of culmen, which 
is the upper mandible measured from its tip to first central feathers. 


Mounted specimens of almost all the species listed here are on display at the Los Angeles County 
Museum, and it is suggested that students make free use of these exhibits to settle problems of 
identification. 


In the list below the following abbreviations are used: Colo. R. = Colorado River; Imp. = 
Imperial; Coach. = Coachella; val. — valley; des. — desert; sum. = summer; win. = winter; mig. = 
migrant; res. = resident; vag. = vagrant; br. — breeding; rec. = record. 
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TURKEY VULTURE (30 inches) 


AMERICAN VULTURES (Family Cathartidae) 


Large, carrion-eating birds, with small, unfeathered heads, and feet without strong 
claws; flight mainly soaring. 


TURKEY VULTURE (Cathartes aura teter). Wing-spread 6 ft; tail narrow; head 
red, bill white. Plumage mostly black, but feathers of upper parts edged with brown, 
and wing-quills gray below. Migrant, probably resident locally. 


Although there have been reports of occurrence of the CALIFORNIA CONDOR 
(Gymnogyps californianus) on the desert, these lack confirmation. However, it has been 
found in the San Jacinto Range and other nearby mountains. This great bird, with 
9- to 10-foot wing-spread, is dark-colored except for large white spots under the wings. 
The head of the adult is bare and orange-colored, while that of the immature is dark 
and partially feathered. 


As, during recent years, there has apparently been an influx of the BLACK 
VULTURE (Coragyps atratus) into Arizona from Mexico, it will not be strange if the 
species eventually reaches southeastern California. This bird is similar to the Turkey 
Vulture, but has a black head, and white spots under the wings near their tips. In flight 
it alternates flapping with soaring. 
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WESTERN RED-TAILED HAWK (19-25 inches) 


HAWKS AND EAGLES (Family Accipitridae) 
Broad-winged, diurnal birds of prey. 


COOPER HAWK (Accipiter cooperi). A short-winged, long-tailed hawk of 
medium size (length 14-20 in.). Plumage dark above; top of head black in adult, striped 
with rufous in immature; lower parts white, spotted and barred with reddish in adult, 
streaked and spotted with blackish in immature. Tal slightly rounded, gray (darker 
above), with 4 or 5 black bands and whitish tip. Flight rapid, irregular, usually low 
among trees or bushes. Preys on smaller birds. Resident along Colorado River and in 
Imperial Valley. 


Similar in appearance, except for smaller size and square tail, is the SHARP- 
SHINNED HAWK (Acc/piter striatus velox), which occurs in winter. The females of 
these two hawks are much larger than the males. 


WESTERN RED-TAILED HAWK (Buteo jamaicensis calurus). Larger (length 
nearly 2 ft.; wing-spread over 4 ft.), with broad wings, rounded tail, and soaring flight. 
Inner webs of four outer wing-quills abruptly cut out. Upper parts dark; lower parts 
lighter (often white), more or less spotted with black, brown and rufous, frequently 
showing a white zone on breast between darker throat and belly; tail red in adults, 
brown or gray, usually banded with black, in immature. Permanent resident. Food 
mostly mammals, reptiles, grasshoppers, etc. 
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Harris HAWK (22 inches) 


SWAINSON HAWK (Bzteo swainsoni). Similar to the last species, but never 
with red tail. Varies in plumage from light to almost black, and in some phases easily 
confused with young of Red-tail. In the hand, however, it is distinguishable by having 
inner webs of only ¢hree outer wing-quills abruptly cut out. On the desert, mainly 
migratory, sometimes in flocks. Feeds largely on grasshoppers and other large insects. 


HARRIS HAWK (Parabuteo unicinctus superior). Somewhat smaller (length 
19-22 in.) and more slender, with proportionately much longer legs. Adult blackish, 
with red shoulder patches and thighs, and tail white-tipped and encircled with white at 
base. Young bird more or less mottled with white on belly, and with tail banded below. 
While capable of soaring aloft, often hunts among trees and bushes, preying on both 
mammals and birds. Resident of southern Colorado Desert. 


GOLDEN EAGLE (Aguila chrysaétos canadensis). Length about 3 feet; wing- 
spread 61/, to 7 feet. Dark brown, appearing black while soaring. Immature bird with 
some white on basal part of tail and under wings. Distinguishable from Turkey Vulture 
by larger, feathered head, and broad, rounded tail. Resident of desert mountains. 


MARSH HAWK (Circus cyaneus hudsonius). Length 18 to 24 inches; slender; 
tail long, with prominent white rump-patch. Adult male gray; female and immature 
brown. Usually flies low while hunting. Most common food, rodents, but sometimes kills 
wild birds and poultry. So far, not known to summer on deserts, but spreads out over 
those regions in winter. 


PRAIRIE FALCON (17 inches) 


FALCONS (Family Falconidae ) 


Hawks with circular nostrils, long, pointed wings, and rapid wing-beats. 


PRAIRIE FALCON (Falco mexicanus). Length 15 to 18 inches. Above brown; 
below white or buffy, dotted with blackish (most heavily on flanks); ‘s#de-whiskers”’ 
brownish, narrow. The typical large falcon of the desert, nesting on cliffs, and feeding 
on wild birds (usually, but not always, small), poultry, mammals, and sometimes 
insects. 


Similar but darker colored, DUCK HAWK (Falco peregrinus anatum). Adult with 
black head and shoulders, and wide, black “side-whiskers.’’ Less common on the desert 
than the Prairie Falcon. 


SPARROW HAWK (Falco sparverius sparverius). Much smaller (length 9-12 in.), 
and differently colored. Black rufous, barred with blackish (heavily in female, irregularly 
in male); shoulders and top of head brownish in female, bluish in male; lower parts 
streaked in female, spotted in male; two black stripes on each cheek; upper part of tail 
mainly rufous-red. Feeds on insects, mammals and small birds. Resident, but most 
common in winter and during migrations. 


PIGEON HAWK (Falco columbarius bendirei). About the size of the last, but 
easily distinguished by absence of conspicuous cheek-stripes, and lack of red on tail. 
Winter visitant. 


pees |g eae 


ee 


GAMBEL QUAIL (10-11 inches) 


QUAILS (Family Phasianidae) 


GAMBEL QUAIL (Lophortyx gambelii gambelii). About 10 inches long. Back and 
breast bluish; flanks dark red, with white centers to feathers; belly light, with black 
central spot in male. Male with white-bordered black forehead and throat, rufous hinder 
crown, and black plume. Female without distinct facial markings; plume smaller. Food 

mainly seeds and grass. Locally common. 


DOVES (Family Columbidae) 


WESTERN MOURNING DOVE (Zenaidura macroura marginella). Length 11 to 
13 inches. Tail long and pointed. Above light brown, with black spots on wing-coverts, 
and usually some iridescence on neck; chin, lower tail-coverts and outer tail feathers 
white; breast light vinaceous-fawn color, duller in female. Feeds on grain and seeds. 
Resident. 


Easily separable from the Mourning Dove are the WHITE-WINGED DOVE 
(Zenaida asiatica mearnsi), a summer visitant to the Colorado Desert, and MEXICAN 
GROUND DOVE (Columbigallina passerina pallescens), a resident of southeastern 
sections. The first of these has a blunt, white-ended tail, and prominent white markings 
on the wings; and the Ground Dove is very small (SY, to 634 in. long), colored some- 
what like the Mourning Dove, but with barred or spotted breast. 


The CHINESE SPOTTED DOVE (Streptopelia chinensis), identifiable by its lacy 


neck pattern, has been planted in one or more desert localities, but its present status 
there is obscure. 
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BARN OWL (15-20 inches) 


ROAD-RUNNERS AND CUCKOOS (Family Cuculidae ) 


ROAD-RUNNER (Geococcyx californianus). A slender, long-tailed bird, nearly 
2 feet in length, with slightly crested head and hooked bill. Back and breast streaked; 
belly buffy-white; wings dark green, barred with white; tail greenish, outer feathers tip- 
ped with white. Usually remains on or near the ground. Feeds on grasshoppers, crickets, 
beetles, caterpillars, and other insects; also small birds, their eggs and young; reptiles, 
mice, gophers; some seeds and fruit. Resident. (See Cover). 


BARN OWLS (Family 7 ytonidae ) 


BARN OWL (Tyo alba pratincola). Length 15 to 20 inches. Head untufted. Face 
white; upper parts buffy; lower parts white (male), or pale cinnamon (female). 
Nocturnal. Usually nests in holes in banks. Feeds on rodents and occasional birds. 
Resident. 


TYPICAL OWLS (Family Strigidae) 


PASADENA SCREECH OWL (Otus asio 
guercinus). A small (length 8-10 in.), grayish 
owl, with conspicuous ear-tufts. Mainly resident 
of Pacific slope, but ranges onto the Mojave 
Desert to the vicinity of Hesperia and Victorville. 
More wide-spread on the desert is the SAHUARO 
SCREECH OWL (Otus asio gilmani), similar to 
the last, but /zghter colored, and with black fea- 
ther-pencillings narrower. It is resident, and feeds 
on insects, small birds, mammals, and reptiles. 


PALLID HORNED OWL (Bzbo virginian- 
us pallescens). Largest of the desert owls (length 
about 2 ft.). Above grayifsh, mottled with black; 
throat white; breast and belly white, narrowly 
barred with sooty-black; ear-tufts usually blackish 
on outside, grayish on inside. Lighter colored and 
slightly larger than the horned owl of the coastal 
region. Feeds mainly on mammals and _ birds. 
Widely distributed resident. 


ELF OWL (6 inches) 


LONG-EARED OWL (Asio wilsonianus). Smaller (length 13-16 in.) and browner 
than last species, without the white throat, and streaked rather than barred below. Ear- 
tufts situated closer together toward center of forehead. Resident of Mojave Desert. 


ELF OWL (Micropallas whitneyi whitneyi). Very small (6 in. long); without 
ear-tufts. Brownish above, lighter below; spotted and mottled with reddish. Inhabitant 
of Sahuaro cactus region. Common in Arizona, but, except from one record from Cotton- 
wood Springs, it is known in California only from southern Colorado River Valley to 
25 miles north of Yuma. 


BURROWING OWL (Speotyto cunicularia hypugaea). A brown, tuftless, ground 
owl, about the size of the screech owl, but with longer legs. Inhabits abandoned squirrel 
burrows, and is often seen in daytime. Feeds mainly on insects and small rodents. Local 
resident, particularly common in Imperial Valley. 
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NUTTALL PooR-WILL (7-8 inches) 


NIGHTHAWKS AND POOR-WILLS (Family Caprimulgidae) 


Medium-sized, insectivorous birds with small bill, wide gape and weak feet. They 
rest on the ground or on some low perch during the day, and feed in late evening or at 
night, catching insects on the wing. 


TEXAS NIGHTHAWK (Chordeiles acutipennis texensis). Length 8 to 9 inches; 
slender. Gray above, mottled and spotted with black and whitish; throat white; belly 
buffy or grayish, barred with sooty; wings long, slim, with prominent white bar; tail 
slightly forked, alternately barred with dark and light, not tipped with white. Summer 
resident; one winter record for Imperial Valley. 


NUTTALL POOR-WILL (Phalaenoptilus nuttallii nuttallii). Smaller (length 
7 in.), with softer, grayer plumage. Throat white; wing without white bar; all but 
middle feathers of tail tipped with white; stiff black bristles at corners of mouth. Usually 
found among low bushes. Call, at night, a loud, repeated Poor-will. Mojave Desert in 
summer; more widely distributed in winter. 


DESERT POOR-WILL (Phalaenoptilus nuttallii huey’). Slightly smaller than the 
Nuttall Poor-will, and much //ghter colored above. Resident along Colorado River, and 
probably also in Imperial Valley. 
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SWIFTS (Family Micropodidae) 


Swallow-like birds, with long, slender wings 
which beat very fast, resulting in a speed that is 
equalled by few birds. Feet and legs weak; bill 
small. Insectivorous, feeding while on wing. 


Two species are common in migration: the 
WHITE-THROATED SWIFT (Aéronautes saxa- 
talis saxatalis), 6\/, to 7 inches long; dark above, 
with throat, breast, and sides of rump white; and 
the VAUX SWIFT (Chaetura vauxi), smaller 
(414 in. long), and entirely dark colored. The 
White-throated Swift also remains throughout the 
winter, and may summer in desert mountain 
ranges. The BLACK SWIFT (Nephoecetes niger 
borealis), a larger (7% in. long), dark colored 
bird, has been recorded once in spring. 


HUMMINGBIRDS (Family Trochilidae) 


Very small birds with needle-like bills, and 
wings that move so fast that their form is not 
perceptible. Feed on nectar and insects secured 
from flowers. 


COSTA HUMMINGBIRD (Calypte costae). 
The most common and widely distributed desert 
hummer; occuring throughout the year, but less 
common in winter. Male recognizable by small 
size (length 3% in.), and iridescent purple or 
amethyst top of head, throat, and whiskers. The 


Costa HUMMINGBIRD (314 inches) 
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WHITE-THROATED SWIFT (642-7 inches) 


ANNA HUMMINGBIRD (Calypie anna), some- 
what larger (length 4 in.), male with iridescent 
red top of head, throat, and whiskers, occurs on 
the deserts in winter; and the BLACK-CHIN- 
NED HUMMINGBIRD (Archilochus alexandri), 
the male identifiable by black throat with violet 
margins, summers in the Colorado River Valley, 
south at least to Picacho. Females and young of 
these hummers are difficult, if not impossible, to 
identify in the field. 


WOODPECKERS (Family Picidace) 


Tree-climbing birds with stiff tails, and 
strong, pointed bills. Food mainly insects and 
their larvae, though some species eat berries, 
fruit, and sap. 


RED-SHAFTED FLICKER (Colaptes cafer 
collaris). A ground-feeding woodpecker, 13 to 14 
inches long. Back brown, barred with black; up- 
per tail-coverts white; lower parts grayish, with 
black crescent on breast, and round, black dots on 
abdomen; wnder Side of wings and tail red; male 
with red mustache. Feeds largely on ants which 
are gathered up by its long tongue. Notes loud, 
wick-wick-wick, etc., kee-yer, or flicka flicka. Not 
known to summer on deserts, but widespread dur- 
ing winter. 


MEARNS GILDED FLICKER (Colaptes 
chrysoides mearnsi). Slightly smaller, and with 
wing- and tail-linings yellow instead of red; male 
with red mustache, as in collaris. Resident of Col- 
orado River Valley, north to Needles. 


Cactus WOoODPECKER (7 inches) 


GILA WOODPECKER (Centurus uropygialis albescens). Length about 9 inches. 
Head, neck, and most of underparts grayish-brown; back, wings, and most of tail feathers 
barred black and white; yellow spot on lower belly, and red spot on crown of male. 
Resident of Colorado River and Imperial valleys. 


CACTUS WOODPECKER (Dryobates scalaris cactophilus). A small (7-7) in.), 
“ladder-backed’”’ woodpecker, with striped face; male with red cap. Differs from NUT- 
TALL WOODPECKER, of coastal slope, in brownish (not black) forehead, brownish 
(not white) throat and breast, and more heavily barred tail. The most widespread resi- 
dent woodpecker of the deserts. 


Several other species of woodpeckers that occur more or less regularly in winter 
may be found in the Check-list. 
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TYRANT FLYCATCHERS 
(Family 7 yrannidae) 


Insectivorous birds, with rather wide, flatten- 
ed bills. Usually seen perched upright on exposed 
branches, buildings or rocks, from whence they 
sally forth to pounce on flying insects. 


WESTERN KINGBIRD (Tyrannus verti- 
calis). Largest of local members of the family 
(length about 9 in.). Back and breast light gray; 
belly lemon-yellow; tal black, with narrow white 
edges; crown with concealed red patch. A noisy 
and pugnacious bird, occuring in summer along 
the Colorado River and probably elsewhere in 
desert regions. 


ASH-THROATED FLYCATCHER (Myiar- 
chus cinerascens cinerascens). Nearly as long as 
the kingbird, but more slender. Upper parts gray- 
ish-brown; throat and chest ashy; belly light yel- 
low; edges of outer wing quills and most of tail 
rufous; two white bars on wing. Summer resi- 
dent; rare in winter. 


SAY PHOEBE (Sayornis saya). Length 7 to 
7% inches. Back grayish-brown; tail black; under 
parts pale rusty. Mojave Desert in summer; more 
wide-spread in winter. 


VERMILION FLYCATCHER (5'2-6% inches) 


The summer bird of the southern Colorado Desert has been referred to the grayer SAN 
JOSE SAY PHOEBE (Sayornis saya quiescens), named from Lower California. The 
habits of the two races are identical. Nests are placed under bridges, around buildings, 
or on ledges of banks or rocks. The BLACK PHOEBE (Sayornis nigricans semiatra), 
slightly larger, with upper parts, head, breast, and sides black, and belly white, occurs on 
the desert in winter, but is apparently unrecorded from there in summer. 


VERMILION FLYCATCHER (Pyrocephalus rubinus flammeus). About 6 inches 
long. Male: head and under-parts flaming red; tail and upper-parts blackish. Female: 
above brown; breast white, belly and under tail-coverts tinged with pinkish. A beautiful 
bird; easily identified. Resident of Colorado Desert and north along Colorado River to 
Nevada line. More wide-spread in winter. 


Several additional species of flycatchers occurring on the deserts during migrations 


will be found in the Check-list. Some of these, particularly in the genus Em pidonax, 
cannot be identified satisfactorily without taking specimens, 
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Mojave HorNED LARK (7-8 inches) 


LARKS (Family Alaudidae) 


Sparrow-sized, ground-dwelling birds; feeding on weed seeds, grain, and insects. 
Partial to open country, where usually seen in flocks. 


MOJAVE HORNED LARK (Octocoris alpestris ammophila). Length 6 to 7 
inches. General color: streaked brown above, white below; throat yellow; fore-part of 
crown (except next to bill), lower cheeks, and bib black. Male with two erectile, black 
horns on sides of head above eyes, and pinkish wash on crown, hind-neck, and sides. 
Female duller colored; orns inconspicuous or absent. Resident of Mojave Desert, rang- 
ing farther south in winter. 


YUMA HORNED LARK (Ofocoris alpestris leucansiptila). Similar to the last, but 
lighter colored. Resident of Colorado Desert, north at least to Mecca, and along the 
Colorado River Valley to Needles. 


At least two additional races of horned larks come from farther north to winter on 
the deserts. 
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CLIFF SWALLOW (5-6 inches) 


SWALLOWS (Family Hirundinidae) 


Small birds with long, slender wings, more or less forked tails, and very graceful 
flight. Food: insects, captured on the wing. Nests: of mud, or in burrows in banks. 


ROUGH-WINGED SWALLOW (Stelgidopteryx ruficollis). Length 5 to 51/4 
inches. Back brown, throat and breast gray; belly white. Summers in Colorado River 
Valley, and probably in other desert localities. Occurring during migrations is the very 
similar BANK SWALLOW (Riparia riparia), distinguishable by its dzstinct dark 
breast band. 


CLIFF SWALLOW (Petrochelidon albifrons albifrons). Slightly larger than last 
species. Above blue-black, except for white or buffy forehead, and rusty rump; wpper 
throat and collar chestnut, breast brown, belly white. Builds gourd-shaped, mud nests. 
Summer resident; occasional in winter, southerly. 


The BARN SWALLOW (Hirundo rustica erythrogaster), easily identified by its 
long, forked tail, occurs in migration. The TREE SWALLOW (Iridoprocne bicolor), 
uniform greenish-blue or bluish-green above, and white below; and the VIOLET-GREEN 
SWALLOW (Tachycineta thalassina lepida) with purplish-violet rump and upper tail- 
coverts bordered on each side by a white patch, are migrants and winter visitants. THE 
PURPLE MARTIN (Progne subis subis), our largest member of the swallow family 
(7-8 in. long), is a migrant, though apparently rare. The male is entirely glossy blue- 
black, except for sooty-black wings and tail, and the female has a gray forehead, with 
throat, breast, sides, and belly whitish. 
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JAYS, CROWS, etc. (Family Corvidae ) 


CALIFORNIA JAY (Aphelocoma californi- 
ca californica). About 12 inches long. Crestless. 
Head, wings, and tail blue; back brownish; under- 
parts white or pale gray; dark band across breast. 
Res. (?): western edge of desert, along bases of 
mountains (Morongo Valley, etc.). 


AMERICAN RAVEN (2112-26 inches) 


AMERICAN RAVEN (Corvus corax sinuatus). An all-black bird, larger than a 
crow (length 21-26 in.), with stouter head and beak. Feathers of throat pointed; tail 
wedge-shaped. Soars frequently, and sometimes indulges in power dives, rolls, and other 
aerial maneuvers. Note, a croak, rather than a caw. Nests on ledges of cliffs or cut banks. 
Widely distributed resident. 


WESTERN CROW (Corvus brachyrhynchos hesperis). Smaller (about 18 in. 
long). Feathers of throat not pointed; tail not wedge-shaped. Note, a caw. Nests in trees. 
Not yet reported as nesting in desert regions, but has been found in winter in Imperial 


Valley. 


PINON JAY (Cyanocephalus cyanocephalus). Length 10 to 11% inches. Crestless. 
Almost uniform grayish-blue, brightest on head; throat with white streaks. Usually seen 
in flocks, Very noisy. Straggler from nearby mountains (Joshua Tree National 
Monument). 


CLARK NUTCRACKER (Nucifraga columbiana). Length 12 to 13 inches. Built 
like a crow, but with gray body, and white patches in black wings and tail. Winter strag- 
gler (Imperial and Coachella valleys). 


CHICKADEES, TITS, VERDINS, etc. (Family Paridae) 
Very small birds, with proportionately long tails and short bills. 


VERDIN (Auriparus flaviceps acaciarum). 
A very small (about 4 in.), gray bird, with yel- 
lowish head (duller in female and immature), and 
rufous bend of wing. The only widely-distributed, 
resident member of the family on the deserts. 
Builds a domed nest of sticks, placed in bush or 
tree. 


VERDIN (4-414 inches) 
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Cactus WREN (7-8! inches) 


WRENS (Family Troglodytidae) 


Busy, brown-backed birds, usually carrying their tails pointing upwards. Food: 
insects, worms and grubs. 


CACTUS WREN (Heleodytes brunneicapillus couesi). A very large wren (7-8 in. 
long), with heavily spotted throat and breast, brown back vertically streaked with white, 
barred wings, and rusty thighs. Nest bulky, typically placed in cactus, but often in other 
bushes. Resident; particularly common in cactus-covered localities. 


SUISUN MARSH WREN (Telmatodytes palustris aestuarinus). Length 41/, to 5 
inches. Above brown, except for center of back which is black, with a few vertically- 
elongated whitish spots; lower parts whitish centrally, brownish laterally; tail brown, 
barred with black. Builds domed nest of grass or reeds, placed among tules or cattails, 
or in bushes near water. Resident of lower Colorado River Valley and south end of 
Salton Sea. Very similar, but slightly lighter-colored, is the WESTERN MARSH WREN 


(Telmatodytes palustris plesius ), occurring in winter. 


CANYON WREN (Catherpes mexicanus conspersus). Nearly 6 inches long, with 
3/, inch bill. Above brown, grayish on head, with black and white dots; belly reddish 
brown, contrasting with white breast and throat; tail rusty, barred with black. Resident 
of Colorado River Valley; hills bordering Coachella Valley, etc. 


ROCK WREN (Salpinctes obsoletus obsoletus). Bill shorter than in last species. 


Above grayish-brown, finely dotted with black and white; rump rufous; below lighter; 
throat finely streaked with dusky; tail with buffy tip. Resident of hills bordering deserts. 
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LECONTE THRASHER (1014-11 inches) 


MOCKINGBIRDS AND THRASHERS (Family Mimidae) 


Medium-sized, slender birds, with more or less curved bill. Most species good 
singers. Food: insects, berries, seeds, etc. 


WESTERN MOCKINGBIRD (Mimus polyglottos leucopterus). Length 10 to 11 
inches; /ong-tailed. Gray above, and white below; Jarge white patches on wings and 
tail, Resident; widespread. 


SAGE THRASHER (Oreoscoptes montanus). Length about 8 inches; cwlmen short 
(about 3/5 in.). Above grayish-brown; below whitish, heavily streaked with blackish. 
The most common thrasher in winter. 


BENDIRE THRASHER (Toxostoma bendirei). Length 9 to 10 inches; culmen Y/ 
inch, Above brown; throat whitish; breast gray, faintly spotted with darker. Uncommon 
resident. Scattered (Palm Springs; Morongo Pass; Victorville; Cima). The PALMER 
THRASHER (Toxostoma curvirostre palmeri), a resident of Arizona, has been recorded 
once in winter from Bard, Imperial County. It is similar to bendirez, but with larger 
breast spots, and a Jonger (11 in.), heavier, more curved bill. 


LeCONTE THRASHER (Toxostoma lecontei lecontei). Length about 10Y inches; 
culmen about 1¥% inches, well curved. Unspotted. Very pale, with dark tail; throat 
white; ower tail-coverts light rusty. A shy bird, partial to low brush. Resident. 


CRISSAL THRASHER (TVoxostoma dorsale dorsale). About 12 inches long, 
slender, with curved bill nearly 11/, inches in length. Unspotted. Above light brown, 
tail darker; throat white; breast and belly grayish; /ower tail-coverts chestnut. Resident, 
locally (Coachella, Imperial and Colorado River valleys). 


THRUSHES, ROBINS, BLUEBIRDS, etc. 
(Family Turdidae ) 


Although none of the species of this family 
is known to summer on the deserts, several occur 
in winter. Among these are the WESTERN ROB- 
IN (Turdus migratorius propinquus), 8¥ to 10 
inches long, with gray back and brick-red breast; 
the NORTHERN VARIED THRUSH (Ixoreus 
naevius meruloides), similar to the robin, but 
with buffy stripe behind eye, and dark band across 
breast (less prominent in female) ; the WESTERN 
BLUEBIRD (Svalia mexicana occidentalis), 6Y» 
to 7 inches Jong, with breast chestnut in male and 
rusty in female; the MOUNTAIN BLUEBIRD 
(Sialia currucoides), lighter colored, without 
brown or rusty on breast; the TOWNSEND 
SOLITAIRE (Myadestes townsendi), a gray bird, 
8 to 9 inches long, with buffy patches on wings 
and white on edges of tail; and the ALASKA 
HERMIT THRUSH (A)ylocichla guttata guttata), 
a brown-backed bird, about size of bluebird, with 
spotted breast, gray sides, whitish belly, and sail 
reddish above. The RUSSET-BACKED THRUSH 
(Hylocichla ustulata ustulata), similar to the last, 
but with ~pper part of tail brown nearly like the 
back, has been recorded in migration. 


HERMIT THRUSH (6144-71 inches) 


GNATCATCHERS AND KINGLETS 
(Family Sylviidae) 


WESTERN GNATCATCHER (Polioptila 
caerulea amoenissima). A very small (4% to 5 
in.), slender bird, blue-gray above and whitish 
below. Tail long, black in center, white on sides, 
usually pointing upward. Note, a thin, complain- 
ing peeee. Winter visitant from coastal slope. 


SONORA BLACK-TAILED (or PLUM- 
BEOUS) GNATCATCHER (Polio ptila melanura 
lucida). Similar to the last, but with Jess white 
on tail, and male with black cap. Resident of the 
deserts. 
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CEDAR WAXWING (614-8 inches) 


SILKY FLYCATCHERS 
(Family Ptilogonatidae) 


PHAINOPEPLA (Phainopepla nitens lepi- 
da). A slender bird, 7 to 7% inches long, with 
crested head. Male glossy black, with conspicu- 
ous white wing-patches. Female dark gray, with- 
out white wing-patches. Common and widespread 
resident. Particularly plentiful in mesquite coun- 
try, feeding largely on mistletoe berries. 


WAXWINGS (Family Bombycillidae) 


Soft-plumaged, brownish, arboreal birds, 
with conspicuous crest, short, broad, slightly- 
hooked bill, and often with red, waxy tips to 
secondary wing-feathers. Usually occur in flocks 
and while in flight, remarkable for the military 
precision of movements. Feed largely on berries. 


CEDAR WAXWING (Bombycilla cedro- 
rum). Length 5% to 6% inches. Head crested. 
Color brownish, with black face, whitish lower 
tail-coverts, yellow-tipped tail, and wings without 
white markings. Winter records from Victorville, 
Twenty-nine Palms, and Indio. 


BOHEMIAN WAXWING (Bombycilla gar- 
rula pallidiceps). Larger than the last (7-8 in. 
long), with white, or white and yellow markings 
on wings, and chestnut lower tail-coverts. Two 
winter records from eastern San Bernardino Coun- 


ty. 


SHRIKES (Family Laniidae) 


Predaceous birds, with large head and slim 
tail. Usually seen singly, perched on wire or tip 
of tree. When taking flight, drop low and pro- 
ceed with fast wing-beats, rising sharply before 
perching. 


NEVADA SHRIKE (Lanius Iudovicianus 
nevadensis). About 9 inches long. Gray above 
and white below, with conspicuous black mask 
enclosing the eyes; wings and tail black, marked 
with white. Resident of Mojave Desert; occurs on 
Colorado Desert in winter. 


SONORA SHRIKE (Lanius ludovicianus 
sonoriensis). Slightly lighter colored. Resident on 
Colorado Desert. The CALIFORNIA SHRIKE 
(Lanius ludovicianus gambeli), of the Pacific 
coast region, similar to the last two, but darker 
colored sometimes visits the deserts in winter. 


SHRIKE (9 inches) 


VIREOS (Family Vireonidae) 


Small, rather compact, insectivorous birds, with bill hooked at tip. Nest suspended. 


ARIZONA LEAST VIREO (Vireo belli arizonae), Length less than 5 inches. 
Gray, tinged with green above; whitish below; with narrow, light eye-ring, and one or 
two faint, white wing-bars. Summer resident of the Colorado River Valley. 


LEAST VIREO (4%4-5 inches) 
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Three other vireos, occurring during migra- 
tions, are the GRAY VIREO (Vireo vicinior ), 
similar to the last, but more than 51% inches long, 
back without greenish tinge, wing-bar indistinct 
or lacking, and bill blackish; the CASSIN VIREO 
(Vireo solitarius cassinii), with green back, 
brownish-gray top of head, prominent white eye- 
ring and two whitish wing-bars; and the WEST- 
ERN WARBLING VIREO (Vireo gilvus swain- 
soni), with dull white stripe over and behind 
eye, and wing without bars. 


Lucy WARBLER (4 inches) 


WOOD WARBLERS (Family Compsothly pidae) 


Small, active, slender-billed birds, similar to the Vireos, but usually brighter colored, 
and with bill not hooked at tip. Food: insects and some berries. 


ORANGE-CROWNED WARBLER (Vermivora celata). Length 41/ inches. Olive- 
green above; greenish-yellow below; no wing bars; adults with concealed orange patch 
on crown. Non-resident; three races in migration (see Check-list). Also a migrant is 
the CALAVERAS WARBLER (Vermivora ruficapilla ridgwayi), similar in size, with 
head gray, back green, throat and belly yellow, and eye-ring white. 


LUCY WARBLER (Vermivora luciae). Smailer (4 in.). Back gray; breast white; 
chestnut patch on rump and smaller one on crown. Summer resident on Colorado Desert. 


SONORA YELLOW WARBLER (Dendroica aestiva sonorana). Male appears all 
yellow, except at close range, when sooty wings and reddish breast-streaks are visible. 
Female duller colored. Summer resident of Colorado River Valley and probably Imperial 
Valley. Three other races of Yellow Warbler occur in migration. 


AUDUBON WARBLER (Dendroica auduboni auduboni). Length 5 inches. 
Identifiable by yellow throat and rump, and white on outer tail feathers. Winter resident, 
as is also the MYRTLE WARBLER (Dendroica coronata hooveri), very similar, but 
with white throat. 
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Three migrant warblers with black throat- 
patches are: the BLACK-THROATED GRAY 
(Dendroica nigrescens), with black cheeks bor- 
dered by white, and breast white; TOWNSEND 
(Dendroica townsendi), black cheeks bordered by 
yellow, and breast yellow; and HERMIT (Den- 
droica occidentalis), with yellow cheeks and 
crown, and white underparts. Two other migrants 
the the TOLMIE WARBLER (Oporornis tol- 
miei), with sooty head and breast and yellow 
belly; and PILEOLATED WARBLER (Wilsonia 
pusilla pileolata), male with most of head and 
lower parts bright yellow, and cap black. 


TULE YELLOW-THROAT (Geothlypis tri- 
chas scirpicola). Male with black mask, yellow 
throat, and whitish belly. Resident near water. 
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TULE YELLOWTHROAT (414-5¥2 inches) 


LONG-TAILED CHAT (Ucteria virens lon- 
gicauda). Very large for a warbler (64% to 7% 
in.), with bright yellow throat and breast, and 
white spots at base of bill. Summer resident Colo- 
rado River, Imperial, and Coachella valleys. 


WEAVER FINCHES (Family Ploceidae) 


ENGLISH SPARROW (Passer domesticus). 
Five to six inches long, with short, heavy, round- 
ed bill. Back brown or rufous, streaked with 
black; crown gray, bordered with rufous in male, 
brown, bordered with buff in female; underparts 
gray or whitish; male with black bib. Residents in 
settled districts. Introduced from Old World. 
Food: seeds, berries, and insects. 


ENGLISH SPARROW (5-6% inches) 
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MEADOWLARKS, BLACKBIRDS, 
ORIOLES, etc. 


(Family I[cteridae ) 


Medium-sized birds, with conical, sharp- 
pointed bills. Food: grasshoppers, beetles, other 
insects and their larvae, fruit, berries and seeds. 


WESTERN MEADOWLARK § (Sturnella 
neglecta). About 9 inches long. Easily identified 
by its yellow breast divided by black crescent, and 
white on each side of tail; also the flight (short 
wing-beats alternating with sailing). The short, 
flute-like song is characteristic. Resident (scat- 
tered). 


YELLOW-HEADED BLACKBIRD (Xan- 
thocephalus xanthocephalus). A large 82 to 10Y% 
in.) blackbird. Male with yellow head and breast, 
and white wing-patch; female smaller, duller- 
colored, with yellow restricted, and wing without 
white. Normally a marsh bird. Occurs in winter 
and in migrations; summer(?). 


YELLOW-HEADED BLACKBIRD (8-11 inches) 


NEVADA RED-WINGED BLACKBIRD (Agelaius phoeniceus nevadensis). 
About an inch shorter. Male black, with red and buff epaulets on bend of wings; female 
streaked sooty and white below, with light stripe above and behind eye. Resident of 
damp localities on Mojave Desert, south of Mojave River. 


SONORA RED-WINGED BLACKBIRD (Agelaius phoeniceus sonoriensis), Very 
similar to last, but with more slender bill; female paler in color, and more narrowly 
streaked. Resident Colorado River, Imperial, and Coachella valleys. 


BREWER BLACKBIRD (Exphagus cyanocephalus). Length 8 to 9 inches. Male 
shining black with purplish and greenish reflections, and creamy or pale yellow eyes; 
female brownish-gray, with dark eyes. Winter visitant. 


DWARF COWBIRD (Molothrus ater obscurus), Smaller (6-7 in. long). Male 
glossy greenish-black, with brown head; female brownish-gray, with paler chin and 
throat; young birds mottled brown and gray, with light edgings to wing feathers. Found 
at oases all over desert. Lays its eggs in nests of other birds. 
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CooPER TANAGER (7-7¥2 inches) 


CALIFORNIA HOODED ORIOLE (Icterus cucullatus californicus). About 7//, 
inches long. Male orange and black, with black throat and orange crown, or “hood.” 
Female gray and olive above, with yellow or olive underparts. Summer resident of 
Colorado and eastern Mojave deserts. 


BULLOCK ORIOLE (lcterus bullockii). Bill shorter and less curved than in last 
species. Male with black back, top of head, and throat-patch, a large white wing-patch, 
and bright orange underparts; female with white or grayish-white breast and belly. 
Summer resident, and migrant. 


SCOTT ORIOLE (Jcterus parisorum). Male lemon-yellow, with black head, back, 
wings, and tail; female similar to cwcullatus, but back streaked with dusky, and bill 
slightly longer. Summer resident Mojave and northern Colorado deserts. (See frontis- 
piece.—Color plate courtesy of J. R. Pemberton.) 


TANAGERS (Family Thraupidae) 


Averaging smaller than members of last family and larger than sparrows, Males 
brightly colored, females duller. 


WESTERN TANAGER (Piranga Iudoviciana). Length 6Y, to 7 inches. Male 
yellow and black, with red face, and two yellow bars on each wing; female with grayish 
back, green head and rump, yellow lower parts, and light-colored wing-bars. A beautiful 
bird, sometimes confused with the orioles, but easily distinguished by red face of male, 
and the double wing-bars. Migrant. 


COOPER TANAGER (Piranga rubra cooperi). Slightly larger. Male bright red 
all over; no crest. Female olive above, yellow below; o wing-bars. Summer resident 
Colorado River Valley. 


ae 


a 


\ Wipe 


BLUE GROSBEAK (64-7¥2 inches) 


FINCHES, SPARROWS, etc. (Family Fringillidae) 


A very large family, of world-wide distribution; best characterized by rather short, 


stout bills (adapted to seed cracking), and only nine wing-quills. Food: insects, seeds, 
buds, and fruit. 


BLACK-HEADED GROSBEAK (Hedymeles melanocephalus). Length 61 to 734, 
inches. Bill very heavy, curved above. Male with head and back black, collar and rump 
brown; lower parts rusty, with yellow in center of belly and under wings; wings black, 
spotted and barred with white. Female streaked with white above; white stripe over eye; 
breast rusty; belly buffy, with yellow in center; sides streaked. Migrant. 


ARIZONA BLUE GROSBEAK (Guwiraca caerulea interfusa). Slightly smaller. 
Male deep blue; black at base of bill; two chestnut wing-bars. Female brown, lighter 
below, with two buffy wing-bars. Summer resident Imperial and Colorado River valleys. 


LAZULI BUNTING (Passerina amoena). Much smaller (5-51 in.). Male blue 


above and on throat; breast cinnamon; belly and wing-bars white. Female mostly brown- 
ish, unstreaked; lighter on belly; wing-bars buffy. Migrant. 


HOUSE FINCH (Carpodacus mexicanus frontalis). Locally known as Linnet. 
About 51/, inches long, with short, stubby bill. Male with forehead, throat, breast and 


rump bright red (rarely orange). Female striped brown and gray, lighter below. Both 
sexes with dark stripes on sides and most of belly. Common resident. 


GREEN-BACKED GOLDFINCH (Spinus psaltria hesperophilus). A small (about 
4 in. long), green, yellow, and black bird, distinguished by its green back and rump, and 
yellow or yellowish-green belly and flanks. Male with black crown in spring and summer. 
Resident. Also, occurring in winter, are the WILLOW GOLDFINCH (Spinus tristis 
sdlicamans), and the LAWRENCE GOLDFINCH (Spinus lawrencei). These are about 


5 inches long. The male of the former has black forehead, yellow back, buffy flanks and 
white belly; and the male Jawrence/ has black cap and throat. 
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DESERT SPARROW (4%4-5% inches) 


ABERT TOWHEE (Pipilo aberti). Length 8 to 9 inches. Brown (more buffy 
below), with rufous lower tail-coverts, and black patch around base of bill. A ground and 
brush bird. Resident of Colorado River, Imperial, and Coachella valleys. The NEVADA 
TOWHEE (Pipilo erythrophthalmus curtatus), slightly smaller, with black head and 
breast, brownish-red sides, and white-spotted tail, occurs in winter. 


LARK BUNTING (Calamospiza melanocorys). Length 6 to 7 inches. Summer 
male like a small blackbird, but with very stubby bill, and Jarge white wing-patches. 
Female and winter male streaked; brown above, lighter below, with white or creamy 
wing-patches, and white at end of tail. Irregular migrant and winter visitant. 


DESERT SPARROW (Amphispiza bilineata deserticola). Length about 5 inches. 
Gray above, white below; white face-stripes, and black throat-patch. Resident; less 
common in winter. 


NEVADA SAGE SPARROW (Amphispiza belli nevadensis), About one inch 
longer than last. Head grayish; back brownish, lightly streaked with darker; below light- 
colored; single dark breast-spot, and dark marks on sides of throat; tail blackish, edged 
with white. Common in brushy sections in winter. Another common winter visitant is 
the GAMBEL SPARROW (Zonotrichia leucophrys gambelii), about the same size. 
Adults are easily recognizable by striped crown, white in center and black on sides. 
Young birds have rusty-brown crowns. 


DESERT SONG SPARROW (Melospiza melodia saltonis). Length about 6 inches. 
Grayish-brown above and whitish below, with back, head, breast, and sides streaked with 
rufous. Streaks on breast usually constricted to form a central spot. Resident of watered 
sections of Colorado River and Imperial valleys, north to Salton Sea, 


Numerous other less common species of sparrows winter on the desert or migrate 
over it (see Check-list). 


SUB Heer 


CHECK LIST 


Order GAVIIFORMES Loons 


Family GAVIIDAE Loons 
COMMON LOON (Gavia immer). Win.: Colo. R. 


Order COLYMBIFORMES Grebes 


Family COLYMBIDAE Grebes 
HORNED GREBE (Colymbus auritus). Win.: Salton Sea (rare). 
AMERICAN EARED GREBE (Colymbus nigricollis californicus). Win. 
PIED-BILLED GREBE (Podilymbus podiceps podiceps). Win. 


Order PELECANIFORMES Pelicans, Cormorants, etc. 


Family PELECANIDAE Pelicans 
WHITE PELICAN (Pelecanus erythrorhynchos). Br. (Salton Sea): mig. 


Family SULIDAE Boobies 
BLUE-FOOTED BOOBY (Sula nebouxit). Salton Sea (1 rec.). 


Family PHALACROCORACIDAE Cormorants 
FARALLON CORMORANT (Phalacrocorax auritus albociliatus). Salton Sea (br.); Yuma district. 


Order CICONITFORMES Herons, Storks, Ibises, etc. 


Family ARDEIDAE Herons and Bitterns 
PALLID GREAT BLUE HERON (Ardea herodias treganzai). Res. (br.): Salton Sea; Colo. R. 
ANTHONY GREEN HERON (Butorides virescens anthonyi). Win.: mig. 
AMERICAN EGRET (Casmerodius albus egretta). Salton Sea (br.); Imp. Val. 
BREWSTER SNOWY EGRET (Leucophoyx thula brewsteri). Win. 
BLACK-CROWNED NIGHT HERON (Nyeticorax nycticorax hoactli). Win. 
WESTERN LEAST BITTERN (Ixobrychus exilis hesperis). Mig. 
AMERICAN BITTERN (Botaurus lentiginosus peeti). Win. 


Family CICONHDAE Storks and Wood Ibises 
WOOD IBIS (Mycteria americana). Visitor, late summer and fall. 


Family THRESKIORNITHIDAE Ibises 
WHITE-FACED GLOSSY IBIS (Plegadis guarauna). Win.: Colo. R.; Imp. Val. 
WHITE IBIS (Guara alba). Colo. R. (1 rec.). 
ROSEATE SPOONBILL (Ajaia ajaja). Lower Colo. R. and Salton Sea (rare). 


Order ANSERIFORMES Ducks, Geese, Swans, etc. 


Family ANATIDAE Ducks, Geese, Swans 
WHISTLING SWAN (Cygnus columbianus). Win.: Salton Sea (1 rec.). 
LESSER CANADA GOOSE (Branta canadensis leucopareia). Win. 
WHITE-FRONTED GOOSE (Anser albifrons albifrons). Win. 
LESSER SNOW GOOSE (Chen hyperborea hyperborea). Win. 
BLUE GOOSE (Chen caerulescens). Win.: Salton Sea (1 rec.). 
FULVOUS TREE-DUCK (Dendrocygna bicolor helva). Colo. R. and Imp. Valleys (br.). 
MALLARD (Anas platyrhynchos platyrhynchos). Win. 
CINNAMON TEAL (Anas cyanoptera). Win.: mig. 
GREEN-WINGED TEAL (Anas carolinensis). Win. 
AMERICAN PINTAIL (Anzas acuta tzitzihoa). Win. 
BALDPATE (Mareca americana). Win. 
GADWALL (Chaulelasmus streperus). Win. 
SHOVELLER (Spatula clypeata). Win. 
WOOD DUCK (Aix sponsa). Win. (rare). 
CANVAS-BACK (Nyroca valisineria). Win. 
REDHEAD (Nyroca americana). Win. 
RING-NECKED DUCK (Nyroca collaris). Win. 
LESSER SCAUP DUCK (Nyroca affinis). Win. 
AMERICAN GOLDEN-EYE (Glaucionetia clangula americana). Win. 
BUFFLE-HEAD (Charitonetia albeola). Win. 
SURF SCOTER (Melanitta perspicillata). Win.: Salton Sea. 
RUDDY DUCK (Erismatura jamaicensis rubida). Win. 
HOODED MERGANSER (Lophodytes cucullatus). Win. 
AMERICAN MERGANSER (Mergus merganser americanus). Win. 
RED-BREASTED MERGANSER (Mergus serrator). Win.: mig. 
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CHECK LIST (continued) 


Order FALCONIFORMES Hawk-like Birds 
Family CATHARTIDAE American Vultures 


* TURKEY VULTURE (Catharies aura teter). Mig.: probably res. locally. (p. 7) 


Family ACCIPITRIDAE Hawks, Eagles, etc. 
*COOPER HAWK (Accipiter cooperii). Res.: Colo. R.; Imp. Val. (p. 8) 
*SHARP-SHINNED HAWK (Aceipiter striatus velox). Win. (p. 8) 
* WESTERN RED-TAILED HAWK (Buteo jamaicensis calurus). Res. (p. 8) 
*SWAINSON HAWK (Buteo swainsoni). Mig.: known to nest on Mojave Des. (p. 9) 
FERRUGINOUS ROUGH-LEG (Buteo regalis). Win.: Imp. Val. 
*SONORA HARRIS HAWK (Parabuteo unicinctus superior). Res.: Imp. Val.; Colo. R. Val., 
north at least to Blythe. (p. 9) 
*GOLDEN EAGLE (Aguila chrysaétos canadensis). Res.: Desert mountains, south at least 
to Palm Springs. (p. 9) 
*MARSH HAWK (Circus cyaneus hudsonius). Win. (p. 9) 
OSPREY (Pandion haliaetus carolinensis). Mig. 
Family FALCONIDAE Falcons 
*PRAIRIE FALCON (Falco mexicanus). Res. (p. 10) 
*DUCK HAWK (Falco peregrinus anatum). Win.: one known breeding locality near 
Colo. R. (p. 10) 
WESTERN PIGEON HAWK (Falco columbarius bendirei). One rec.: Imp Val. (p. 10) 
*SPARROW HAWK (Falco sparverius sparverius). Res.: more common in mig. and win. (p. 10) 
Order GALLIFORMES Fowl-like Birds 
Family PHASIANIDAE Quails and Pheasants 
*GAMBEL QUAIL (Lophortyx gambelii gambelii). Res. (p. 11) 


MOUNTAIN QUAIL (Oreortyx picta). Res. (?): Little San Bernardino Mts. 


Order GRUIFORMES Cranes, Rails, etc. 
Family GRUIDAE Cranes 


LESSER SANDHILL CRANE (Gras canadensis). Win. and mig. 
GREATER SANDHILL CRANE (Gras canadensis tabida). Win. (rare). 


Family RALLIDAE Rails, etc. 


YUMA CLAPPER RAIL (Rallus longirostris yumanensis). Res.: lower Colo. R. and Salton Sea. 


VIRGINIA RAIL (Rallus limicola limicola). Res. and mig. 
SORA RAIL (Porzana carolina). Win. and mig. 

FLORIDA GALLINULE (Gallinula chloropus cachinnans). Res. 
AMERICAN COOT (Fulica americana americana). Res. 


Order CHARADRIIFORMES Shore-birds, Gulls, etc. 


Family CHARADRIIDAE Plovers 


SEMIPALMATED PLOVER (Charadrius semipalmatus). Mig.: Salton Sea. 
SNOWY PLOVER (Charadrius nivosus). Res.: Salton Sea. 

KILLDEER (Charadrius vociferus vociferus). Res. 

MOUNTAIN PLOVER (Exzpoda montana). Win.: Coach. and Imp. valleys. 


Family SCOLOPACIDAE Snipe, Sandpipers, etc. 
HUDSONIAN CURLEW (Numenius hudsonicus). Mig.: win.? 
LONG-BILLED CURLEW (Numenius americanus). Mig. 
MARBLED GODWIT (Limosa fedoa). Mig. 
LESSER YELLOW-LEGS (Totanus flavipes). Mig. 
GREATER YELLOW-LEGS (Totanus melanoleucus). Win. 
SOLITARY SANDPIPER (Tringa solitaria cinnamomea). Mig.: Colo. R. (rec.). 
SPOTTED SANDPIPER (Aetitis macularia). Win.: Colo. R. 
WESTERN WILLET (Catoptrophorus semipalmatus inornatus). Mig.: Salton Sea. 
RUDDY TURNSTONE (Arenaria interpres morinella). Mig. (?): Salton Sea. 
BLACK TURNSTONE (Arenaria melanocephala). Mig.(?): Salton Sea. 
EASTERN DOWITCHER (Limnodromus griseus griseus). Imp. Val. (1 rec., Apr. 24). 
LONG-BILLED DOWITCHER (Limnodromus griseus scolapaceus). Mig. (?): Salton Sea. 
WILSON SNIPE (Capella delicata). Win.: mig. 
SANDERLING (Crocethia alba). Mig.: Win.(?): Salton Sea. 
WESTERN SANDPIPER (Ereunetes maurt). Win. 
LEAST SANDPIPER (Erolia minutilla). Wia. 
RED-BACKED SANDPIPER (Erolia alpina pacifica). Win.: mig. Salton Sea. 
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CHECK LIST (continued) 


Family RECURVIROSTRIDAE Avocets and Stilts 
BLACK-NECKED STILT (Himantopus mexicanus). Mig. 


AMERICAN AVOCET (Recurvirostra americana). Mig.: win.(?): Colo. R. and Salton Sea. 


Family PHALAROPODIDAE Phalaropes 
WILSON PHALAROPE (Steganopus tricolor). Mig. 
Family LARIDAE Gulls and Terns 
RING-BILLED GULL (Larus delawarensis). Win.: mig. 


AMERICAN HERRING GULL (Larus argentatus smithsonianus). Win. 
CALIFORNIA GULL (Larus californicus). Win. 


LAUGHING GULL (Larus atricilla). Has bred in small numbers on islands in Salton Sea. 


BONAPARTE GULL (Larus philadelphia). Win.: mig. 

BLACK TERN (CAlidonias nigra surinamensis). Mig. 

GULL-BILLED TERN (Gelochelidon nilotica). Nests on islands in Salton Sea. 
CASPIAN TERN (Hydroprogne caspia). Nests on islands in Salton Sea. 
COMMON TERN (Sterna hirundo hirundo). Mig.: Victorville (1 rec.). 
FORSTER TERN (Sterna forsteri). Mig.: win. (?). 


Order COLUMBIFORMES Pigeons and Doves 
Family COLUMBIDAE Pigeons and Doves 


* WESTERN MOURNING DOVE (Zenaidura macroura marginella). Res. (p 
*WESTERN WHITE-WINGED DOVE (Zenaida asiatica mearnsi). Sum.: Imp. and Coach. 
valleys to Cottonwood Spr.; Colo. R. Val., north to Needles. (p 
*MEXICAN GROUND DOVE (Columbigallina passerina pallescens). Res.: Imp. and Colo. 
R. valleys, north at least to Palo Verde. (p 


Order CUCULIFORMES, Cuckoos, Road-runners, etc. 
Family CUCULIDAE, Cuckoos, Road-runners, etc. 


.11) 
11) 


.11) 


CALIFORNIA CUCKOO (Coccyzus americanus occidentalis). Sum. or mig.: Needles; Yermo. 


*ROAD-RUNNER (Geococcyx californianus). Res. (p. 


Order STRIGIFORMES Owls 
Family TYTONIDAE Barn Owls 


*BARN OWL (Tyto alba pratincola). Res. (p. 


Family STRIGIDAE Typical Owls 


*PASADENA SCREECH OWL (Ozus asio quercinus). Res.: Victorville and Hesperia region (p. 
*SAHUARO SCREECH OWL (Otus asio gilmani). Res. (p. 
*PALLID HORNED OWL (Bzbo virginianus pallescens). Res. (p. 
*LONG-EARED OWL (Asio wilsonianus). Win.: res. on Mojave. (p. 


SHORT-EARED OWL (Asio flammeus). Win.: Imp. Val. 
SAW-WHET OWL (Cryptoglaux acadica). Chuckwalla Mts. (1 rec., March). 
*ELF OWL (Micropallas whitneyi whitneyi). Southern Colo. R. Val to 25 miles north of 


Yuma. (p. 
*BURROWING OWL (Speotyto cunicularia hypugaea). Res. (p. 


Order CAPRIMULGIFORMES Nighthawks and Poor-wills 
Family CAPRIMULGIDAE Nighthawks and Poor-wills 


12) 


*TEXAS NIGHTHAWK (Chordeiles acutipennis texensis). Sum.: 1 win. rec. for Imp. Val. (p. 14) 


*NUTTALL POOR-WILL (Phalaenoptilus nuttallii nuttallii). Sum.: Mojave Desert; win., 
south along Colo. R. Val. to Picacho. (p 

*DESERT POOR-WILL (Phalaenoptilus nuttallii hueyi). Res.: along Colo. R., north to Needle 
Imp. Val. (?) 


Order MICROPODIFORMES Swifts and Hummingbirds 


Family MICROPODIDAE Swifts 
*VAUX SWIFT (Chaetura vauxi). Mig. 


(p. 
*BLACK SWIFT (Nephoecetes niger borealis). One rec. (Indian Wells, Apr. 27) (p. 
*WHITE-THROATED SWIFT (Aéronautes saxatalis saxatalis). Mig.: win.; sum. (?)  (p. 


Family TROCHILIDAE Hummingbirds 
*BLACK-CHINNED HUMMINGBIRD (Archilochus alexandri). Sum.: Colo. R. Val., south 


to Picacho; win. (1 rec., Palm Springs). (p. 
*COSTA HUMMINGBIRD (Calypte costae). Res.: less plentiful in winter. (p. 
* ANNA HUMMINGBIRD (Calypte anna). Win. (p. 


CALLIOPE HUMMINGBIRD (Ste/lula calliope). One rec. (Palm Springs, Apr. 13.) 
fe ee 
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CHECK LIST (continued) 


Order CORACIIFORMES Kingfishers, etc. 


Family ALCEDINIDAE Kingfishers 
WESTERN BELTED KINGFISHER (Megaceryle alcyon caurina). Mig. (?): Colo. R. and 
Salton Sea. 


Order PICIFORMES Woodpeckers, etc. 


Family PICIDAE Woodpeckers 
RED-SHAFTED FLICKER (Colaptes cafer collaris). Win. 
*MEARNS GILDED FLICKER (Colaptes chrysoides mearnsi). Res.: Colo. R. Val., north 


to Needles; Cima. (p. 16) 
*COLORADO RIVER GILA WOODPECKER (Centurus uropygialis albescens). Res.: 
Colo. R. Val., north to Needles; Imp. Val. (p. 16) 


LEWIS WOODPECKER (Asyndesmus lewis). Win. and spring (irregular). 

RED-NAPED SAPSUCKER ( Sphyrapicus varius nuchalis). Win. 

SIERRA SAPSUCKER (Sphyrapicus varius daggetti). Win. (1 rec., Palm Springs). 

CABANIS WOODPECKER (Dryobates villosus hyloscopus). Win. (1 rec., Victorville) 
WILLOW WOODPECKER (Dryobates pubescens turati). Win.: Victorville; Palm Springs. 
*CACTUS WOODPECKER (Dryobates scalaris cactophilus). Res. (p. 16) 
*NUTTALL WOODPECKER (Dryobates nuttallii). Win. (1 rec., Victorville). (p. 16) 


Order PASSERIFORMES Perching Birds 


Family TYRANNIDAE Tyrant Flycatchers 
*WESTERN KINGBIRD (Tyrannus verticalis). Sum.: Colo. R. Val. (p. 17) 
ARIZONA CRESTED FLYCATCHER (Myiarchus tyrannulus magister). Mig.(?) (1 
rec., Bard, Imp. Co.). 
* ASH-THROATED FLYCATCHER (Myiarchus cinerascens cinerascens). Sum.: rare in 


winter (p. 17) 
“BLACK PHOEBE (Sayornis nigricans semiatra), Win. (p. 17) 
*SAY PHOEBE (Sayornis sayasaya). Res. Mojave Desert; Colorado Desert in winter (p. 17) 
*SAN JOSE SAY PHOEBE (Sayornis saya quiescens). Res.: Colorado Desert (p. 17) 


WESTERN TRAILL FLYCATCHER (Empidonax traillii brewsteri). Mig. (2): Colo. R. Val. 
HAMMOND FLYCATCHER (Empidonax hammondii). Mig. 
WRIGHT FLYCATCHER (Empidonax wrightii). Mig. 
GRAY FLYCATCHER (Empidonax griseus). Win. 
WESTERN FLYCATCHER (Empidonax difficilis difficilis). Mig. 
WESTERN WOOD PEWEE (Myiochanes richardsonit richardsonit). Mig. 
OLIVE-SIDED FLYCATCHER (Nuttallornis borealis). Mig. 
* VERMILION FLYCATCHER (Pyrocephalus rubinus flammeus). Res.: Colo. Desert, and 
north along Colo. R. to Nevada line. (p. 17) 


Family ALAUDIDAE Larks 


SASKATCHEWAN HORNED LARK (Ozocoris alpestris enthymia). Win. 
DESERT HORNED LARK (Oftocoris alpestris leucolaema). Win. 
*MOJAVE HORNED LARK (Ovocoris alpestris ammophila). Res.: Mojave Desert; farther 


south in winter. (p. 18) 
*YUMA HORNED LARK (Otocoris alpestris leucansiptila). Res.: Imp. Val., north to Mecca; 
along Colo. R., north to Needles. (p. 18) 


Family HIRUNDINIDAE Swallows 
* NORTHERN VIOLET-GREEN SWALLOW (Tachycineta thalassina lepida). Mig.: win. 


(rare). (p. 19) 
*TREE SWALLOW (Iridoprocne bicolor). Mig.: win. (p. 19) 
*BANK SWALLOW (Riparia riparia). Mig. (p. 19) 
*ROUGH-WINGED SWALLOW ( Ga aioe ruficollis psammochrous). Sum.: Colo. R. 

Val.; probably other localities. (p. 19) 
*BARN SWALLOW (Hirundo rustica erythrogaster). Mig.: win.(?) (p. 19) 
*CLIFF SWALLOW (Petrochelidon albifrons albifrons). Sum.: Imp. and Colo. R. valleys; 

occasional in winter southerly. (p. 19) 
*PURPLE MARTIN (Progne subis). Mig. (rare). (p. 19) 


Family CORVIDAE Jays, Crows, etc. 

LONG-CRESTED JAY (Cyanocitta stelleri diademata). One rec. (Blythe, Feb. 23) 
*CALIFORNIA JAY (Aphelocoma californica). Res. (2): Western edge of desert, along bases 

of moutains (Morongo Valley, etc.). (p. 20) 
* AMERICAN RAVEN (Corvus corax sinuatus). Res. (p. 20) 
*WESTERN CROW (Corvus brachyrhynchos hesperis). Win.: Imp. Val. (p. 20 
*CLARK NUTCRACKER (Nucifraga columbiana). Win. straggler: Imp. and Coach. valleys. (p. 20) 
*PINON JAY (Cyanocephalus cyanocephalus). Win. straggler to foothills. (p. 20) 
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CHECK LIST (continued) 


Family PARIDAE Chickadees, Titmice, etc. 


BAILEY MOUNTAIN CHICKADEE (Parus gambeli baileyae). Win. (1 rec., Victorville). 
SAN DIEGO TITMOUSE (Parus inornatus transpositus). Br.: Palmdale; win., Hesperia; 
mig. (?), Little San Bernardino Mts. (Miller). 
*VERDIN (Auariparus flaviceps acaciarum). Res. (p. 20) 
COAST BUSH-TIT (Psaltriparus minimus minimus). Straggler: Cabazon; Palm Springs. 


Family SITTIDAE Nuthatches 


SLENDER-BILLED NUTHATCH (Sitta carolinensis aculeata). Straggler: Barstow; Victorville; 
Coachella Val. 

INYO NUTHATCH (Sitta carolinensis tenuissima). Win. (1 rec., 29 miles south of Needles). 

RED-BREASTED NUTHATCH (Sitta canadensis). Win. (irregular). 


Family CERTHIIDAE Creepers 
ROCKY MOUNTAIN CREEPER (Certhia familiaris montana). Win. (2 rec., Colo. R. Val.). 
SIERRA CREEPER (Certhia familiaris zelotes). Win. (2 rec.): Yermo; Victorville. 
Family TROGLODYTIDAE Wrens 


WESTERN HOUSE WREN (Troglodytes aédon parkmannii). Mig.: win. 
DESERT BEWICK WREN (Thryomanes bewickii eremophilus). Mig.: win. 
SAN DIEGO WREN(Thryomanes bewickii correctus). Win. 


*CACTUS WREN (Heleodytes brunneicapillus couesi). Res. (p. 21) 
* WESTERN MARSH WREN (Telmatodytes palustris plesius). Win. (p. 21) 
*SUISUN MARSH WREN (Telmatodytes palustris aestuarinus). Res.: Lower Colo. R. Val. and 

south end Salton Sea. (p. 21) 
*CANYON WREN (Catherpes mexicanus conspersus). Res.: Colo. R. Val.; hills bordering 

Coach. Val., etc. (p. 21) 
*ROCK WREN (Salpinctes obsoletus obsoletus). Res.: hills bordering deserts. (p. 21) 

Family MIMIDAE Mockingbirds and Thrashers 

* WESTERN MOCKINGBIRD (Mimus polyglottos leucopterus). Res. (p. 22) 
*SAGE THRASHER (Oreoscoptes montanus). Win. (p. 22) 
*BENDIRE THRASHER (Toxostoma bendirei). Res. (scattered): Palm Springs; Morongo 

Pass; Victorville; Cima. (p. 22) 
*PALMER THRASHER (Toxostoma curvirostre palmeri). Win. (1 rec., Bard, Imp. Co.). (p. 22) 
*LECONTE THRASHER (Toxostoma lecontei lecontei). Res. (p. 22) 
*CRISSAL THRASHER (Toxostoma dorsale dorsale). Res.: Coach., Imp., and Colo. R. 

valleys. (p. 22) 


CALIFORNIA THRASHER (Toxostoma redivivum redivivum) Res. (?): Little San Bernardino 
Mts., May (Miller). 


Family TURDIDAE Thrushes 


*WESTERN ROBIN (Turdus migratorius propinquus). Win. (p. 23) 
*NORTHERN VARIED THRUSH (Ixoreus naevius meruloides). Win.: (1 rec., Yermo) (p. 23) 
* ALASKA HERMIT THRUSH (AHylocichla guttata guttata). Win.: Colo. R. Val. (p. 23) 


DWARF HERMIT THRUSH (Hylocichla guttata nanus). Win. (2 rec.: Yermo; Palm Springs). 
MONTEREY HERMIT THRUSH (Hylocichla guttata slevini). Mig. 


*RUSSET-BACKED THRUSH (Hylocichla ustulata ustulata). Mig. (p. 23) 

*WESTERN BLUEBIRD (Sialia mexicana occidentalis). Win. (p. 23) 

*MOUNTAIN BLUEBIRD (Sialia currucoides). Win. (p. 23) 

*TOWNSEND SOLITAIRE (Myadestes townsendi townsendi). Win. (p. 23) 
Family SYLVIIDAE Gnatcatchers and Kinglets 

* WESTERN GNATCATCHER (Polioptila caerulea amoenissima). Win. (p. 23) 

*SONORA BLACK-TAILED GNATCATCHER (Polioptila melanura lucida). Res. (p. 23) 


CALIFORNIA BLACK-TAILED GNATCATCHER (Polioptila melanura californica). Vag. 
(2 rec.: Palm Springs; Quail Springs). 
WESTERN RUBY-CROWNED KINGLET (Regulus calendula cineraceus). Win. 
Family MOTACILLIDAE Wagtails and Pipits 
AMERICAN PIPIT (Anthus spinoletta pacificus). Win. 


Family BOMBYCILLIDAE Waxwings 
*BOHEMIAN WAXWING (Bombycilla garrula pallidiceps). Win. (2 rec.: eastern San 


Bernardino Co.) (p. 24) 
“CEDAR WAXWING (Bombycilla cedrorum). Win.: Victorville; Twenty-nine Palms; 
Indio. (p. 24) 
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CHECK LIST (continued) 
Family PTILOGONATIDAE Silky Flycatchers 


*PHAINOPEPLA (Phainopepla nitens lepida). Res. (p. 24) 
Family LANIIDAE Shrikes 
CALIFORNIA SHRIKE (Lanius ludovicianus gambeli). Win. 
*NEVADA SHRIKE (Lanius ludovicianus nevadensis). Res.: Mojave Desert; occurs in Colo. 
rado Desert in winter. (p. 25) 
*SONORA SHRIKE (Lanius ludovicianus sonoriensis). Res.: Colorado Desert (p. 25) 
Family VIREONIDAE Vireos 
* ARIZONA LEAST VIREO (Vireo bellii arizonae). Sum.: Colo. R. Val. (p. 25) 
*CASSIN VIREO (Virea solitarius cassinii). Mig. (p. 25) 
*WESTERN WARBLING VIREO (Vireo gilvus swainsonii). Mig. (p. 25) 
*GRAY VIREO (Vireo vicinior). Mig. (Joshua Tree Nat. Mon.) (p. 25) 
Family COMPSOTHLYPIDAE Wood Warblers 
BLACK-AND-WHITE WARBLER (Mnyjotilta varia). One rec. (Thermal, Apr. 6). 
*QRANGE-CROWNED WARBLER (Vermivora celata celata). Mig. (p. 26) 
ROCKY MOUNTAIN ORANGE-CROWNED WARBLER (Vermivora celata orestera). 
Mig.: win. 
LUTESCENT WARBLER (Vermivora celata lutescens). Mig. 
*CALAVERAS WARBLER (Vermivora ruficapilla ridgwayi). Mig. (p. 26) 
*LUCY WARBLER (Vermivora luciae). Sum.: Colo. R. Val.; less common, Imp. and Coach. 
valleys. (p. 26) 
ALASKA YELLOW WARBLER (Dendroica aestiva rubiginosa). Mig. 
CALIFORNIA YELLOW WARBLER (Dendroica aestiva brewsteri). Mig. 
ROCKY MOUNTAIN YELLOW WARBLER (Dendroica aestiva morcomt). Mig. 
*SONORA YELLOW WARBLER (Dendroica aestiva sonorana). Sum.: Colo. R. Val.: probably 
Imp. Val. (p. 26 
CAPE MAY WARBLER (Dendroica tigrina). One rec. (Laguna Dam, Sept. 23). 
*ALASKA MYRTLE WARBLER (Dendroica coronata hooveri). Win. (p. 26) 
*AUDUBON WARBLER (Dendroica auduboni auduboni). Win. (p. 26) 
*BLACK-THROATED GRAY WARBLER (Dendroica nigrescens). Mig. (p. 27) 
*TOWNSEND WARBLER (Dendroica townsendi). Mig. (p. 27) 
*HERMIT WARBLER (Dendroica occidentalis). Mig. (p. 27) 
OVEN-BIRD (Seiurus aurocapillus). One rec. (Lavic, San Bernardino Co., May 18). 
LOUISIANA WATER-THRUSH (Sezurus motacilla). One rec. (Mecca, Aug. 17) 
*TOLMIE WARBLER (Oporornis tolmie/). Mig. (p. 27) 
WESTERN YELLOW-THROAT (Geothlypis trichas occidentalis). Mig.: win.(?) 
*TULE YELLOW-THROAT (Geothlypis trichas scirpicola). Res.: Colo. R., Imp. and Coach. 
valleys; Victorville, March 26. (p. 27) 
*LONG-TAILED CHAT (Icteria virens longicauda). Sum.: Colo. R., Imp. and Coach. 
valleys. (p. 27) 
*NORTHERN PILEOLATED WARBLER (Wailsonia pusilla pileolata). Mig. (p. 27) 
GOLDEN PILEOLATED WARBLER (W<élsonia pusilla chryseola). Mig. 
AMERICAN REDSTART (Setophaga ruticilla). One rec. (Twenty-nine Palms, May 28). 
Family PLOCEIDAE Weaver Finches 
*ENGLISH SPARROW (Passer domesticus). Res.: around towns and ranches (p. 27) 
Family ICTERIDAE Orioles and Blackbirds 
*WESTERN MEADOWLARK (Sturnella neglecta). Res. (scattered). (p. 28) 
*YELLOW-HEADED BLACKBIRD (Xanthocephalus xanthocephalus). Res. (?): win.; ( 
mig. p. 28 
* NEVADA RED-WINGED BLACKBIRD (Agelaius phoeniceus nevadensis). Res.: Mojave 
Desert, south to Mojave River. (p. 28) 
SAN DIEGO RED-WINGED BLACKBIRD (Agelaius phoeniceus neutralis). One rec. (Imp. 
Val., May 6 
*SONORA RED WINGED BLACKBIRD (Agelaius phoeniceus sonoriensis). Res.: Imp., 
Coach., and Colo. R. valleys. 28) 
*CALIFORNIA HOODED ORIOLE (lcterus cucullatus californicus). Sum.: Colorado and 
eastern Mojave deserts. (p. 28) 
*SCOTT ORIOLE (Icterus parisorum). Sum.: Mojave and northern Colorado deserts. (p. 28) 
*BULLOCK ORIOLE (Icterus bullockii). Sum.: mig. (p. 28) 
*BREWER BLACKBIRD (Euphagus cyanocephalus). Win. (p. 28) 
*DWARF COWBIRD (Molothrus ater obscurus). At oases all over deserts. (p. 28) 
NEVADA COWBIRD (Molothrus ater artemisiae). Mig. 
Family THRAUPIDAE Tanagers 
*WESTERN TANAGER (Piranga ludoviciana). Mig. (p. 29) 
*COOPER TANAGER (Piranaga rubra cooperi). Sum.: Colo. R. Val. (p. 29) 
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CHECK LIST (continued) 


Family FRINGILLIDAE Finches, etc. 


ROSE-BREASTED GROSBEAK (Hedymeles ludovicianus). One rec. (Palm Springs). 


*BLACK-HEADED GROSBEAK (Hedymeles melanocephalus melanocephalus). Mig. (p. 30) 
*ARIZONA BLUE GROSBEAK (Guwiraca caerulea interfusa). Sum.: Imp. and Colo R. 

valleys (p. 30) 
CALIFORNIA BLUE GROSBEAK (Guiraca caerulea salicarius). Mig. 
*LAZULI BUNTING (Passerina amoena). Mig. Gp:30) 


BEAUTIFUL BUNTING (Passerina versicolor dickeyae). One rec. (Blythe, Feb.). 


CALIFORNIA PURPLE FINCH (Carpodacus purpureus californicus). Win.: Palm Springs; 
Twenty-nine Palms. 


CASSIN FINCH (Carpodacus cassinii). Win.: Mojave Desert. 

*HOUSE FINCH (Carpodacus mexicanus frontalis). Res. (p. 30) 
PINE SISKIN (Spinus pinus). Win. 

*WILLOW GOLDFINCH (Spinus tristis salicamans). Win.: Yermo; Twenty-nine Palms; 


Palm Springs. (p. 30) 
*GREEN-BACKED GOLDFINCH (Spinus psaltria hesperophilus). Res. (p. 30) 
*LAWRENCE GOLDFINCH (Spinus lawrencei). Win. (p. 30) 

GREEN-TAILED TOWHEE (Oberholseria chlorura). Mig.: win.(?) 
NEVADA TOWHEE (Pipilo erythrophthalmus curtatus). Win. (p. 31) 


SAN DIEGO TOWHEE (Pipilo erythrophthalmus megalonyx). Vag.: Hesperia; Quail 

Spring (?); Palm Springs (?) 
CALIFORNIA TOWHEE (Pipilo fuscus crissalis). Vag.(?): Morongo Pass; Palm Springs. 
* ABERT TOWHEE (P7ipilo aberti). Res.: Colo. R., Imp. and Coach. valleys. (p. 31) 
*LARK BUNTING (Calamospiza melanocorys). Win.: mig. (irregular). (p. 31) 
WESTERN SAVANNAH SPARROW (Passerculus sandwichensis alaudinus). Win. 
NEVADA SAVANNAH SPARROW (Passerculus sandwichensis nevadensis). Win. 


DWARF SAVANNAH SPARROW (Passerculus sandwichensis brooksi). One rec. (Oro 
Grande, San Bernardino Co., Mar. 1). 


LARGE-BILLED SPARROW (Passerculus sandwichensis rostratus). Win.: Salton Sea. 
WESTERN VESPER SPARROW (Pooecetes gramineus confints). Win. 

WESTERN LARK SPARROW (Chondestes grammacus strigatus). Win.: res. (?) 
*DESERT SPARROW (Amphispiza bilineata deserticola). Res.: less common in winter (p. 31) 
*NEVADA SAGE SPARROW (Amphispiza belli nevadensis). Win. (p. 31) 
*CALIFORNIA SAGE SPARROW (Amphispiza belli canescens). Win. (p. 31) 
SLATE-COLORED JUNCO (Junco hyemalis hyemalis). Win.: Mojave Desert. 

CASSIAR JUNCO (Junco hyemalis cismontanus). Win.: Mojave Desert. 

PINK-SIDED JUNCO (Junco oreganus mearnsi). Win.: Colo. R. Val. 

MONTANA JUNCO (Junco oreganus montanus). Win.: Mojave Desert; Colo. R. Val. 

SIERRA JUNCO (Junco oreganus thurberi). Win. 

WESTERN CHIPPING SPPARROW (Spizella passerina arizonae). Win. 

BREWER SPARROW (Spizella breweri breweri). Win. 

BLACK-CHINNED SPARROW (Spizella atrogularis subsp.2). Little San Bernardino Mts., 

May 19 (Miller). 

*GAMBEL SPARROW (Zonotrichia leucophrys gambelii). Win. (p. 31) 
MOUNTAIN WHITE-CROWNED SPARROW (Zonotrichia leucophrys oriantha). Mig.; win. 
GOLDEN-CROWNED SPARROW (Zonotrichia coronata). Win.: Yermo; Brawley. 

ALBERTA FOX SPARROW (Passerella iliaca altivagans). One rec. (Yermo). 

LINCOLN SPARROW (Melospiza lincolnii lincolnii). Win. 

MONTANE LINCOLN SPARROW (Melospiza lincolnit alticola). Win.: Colo. R. Val. 
FORBUSH SPARROW (Melospiza lincolnii gracilis). Win.: Mojave Desert; Colo. R. Val. 
MOUNTAIN SONG SPARROW (Melospiza melodia montana). Win.: Colo. R. Val.; Mecca. 
MODOC SONG SPARROW (Melospiza melodia fisherella). Win. 

MERRILL SONG SPARROW (Melospiza melodia merrilli). Win.: one rec. (Victorville). 


*DESERT SONG SPARROW (Melospiza melodia saltonis). Res.: Colo. R. Val.; Imp. Val., 
north to Salton Sea. Vag.: Oro Grande, San Bernardino Co., Feb.). (p. 31) 
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LOS ANGELES COUNTY MUSEUM SCIENCE SERIES 


CHESTER STOCK—Quaternary Antelope Remains from a Second Cave 
Deposit in the Organ Mountains, New Mexico, Paleontology publ. No. 2, 18 
pp., 3 figs., 1930. 


CHESTER STOCK—A Further Study of the Quaternary Antelopes of Shelter 
Cave, New Mexico. Paleontology publ. No. 3, 45 pp., 3 pls., 11 figs, in text, 
1932. 


GEORGE WILLETT—Common Birds of the Los Angeles County Coast. 
Zoology publ. No. 1, 39 pp., illust., 1942. 


GEORGE WILLETT—Common Birds of the Los Angeles County Mountains. 
Zoology publ. No. 2, 40 pp., illust., 1943. 


GEORGE WILLETT—The Birds of the Urban Districts of Los Angeles 
County, No. 1. Zoology publ. No. 3, 40 pp., illust., 1943. (Out of print). 


CHESTER STOCK and HILDEGARDE HOWARD—The Ascent of Equus. 
A Story of the Origin and Development of the Horse. Paleontology publ. No. 
5, 38 pp., 15 figs., 1944. 


GEORGE WILLETT—Mammals of Los Angeles County, California. Zoology 
publ. No. 4, 34 pp., illust., 1944. 


HILDEGARDE HOW ARD—Fossil Birds. Paleontology publ. No. 6, 40 pp., 
18 figs., 1945. 


HOWARD R. HILL—Amphibians and Reptiles of Los Angeles County. 
Zoology publ. No. 5, 30 pp., illust., 1948. 


CHESTER STOCK—Rancho La Brea. A Record of Pleistocene Life in Cali- 
fornia (fourth edition). Paleontology publ. No. 8, 81 pp., 33 figs., 1949. 
(Supersedes Nos. 1, 4, 11, which are out of print). 
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